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Mixed use areas in walkable cities and pedestrian-oriented areas are experiencing

a renaissance unlike anything seen in decades. Largely vacant office buildings are

filling up with new businesses and residents, the ground floors are welcoming

new shops and restaurants, and the streets and public spaces are returning to life.

Walkable areas are finding renewed success.

In metropolitan Detroit, the northern suburbs, while traditionally stable, are also

seeing a renewed interest in neglected commercial and residential properties.

This provides an opportunity to rethink suburban areas from a place-making

perspective by adding an additional layer of activity to enhance them.

This analysis focuses on how locating pedestrian-oriented nodes within the

existing infrastructural system of the city can aid in transforming, both in the long

and short term, the perception of livability in Sterling Heights. The PLACEMAKING

OPPORTUNITY NODES shown on this map can become important components of

the enhancement and revitalization of commercial and residential zones within

the city, and may also become destinations in their own right.
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